
 

 

“May You Live in Interesting Times” Acts 12:1-19 
Devotional 

 
 

Acts 12:1-3; Romans 8:16-17; 2 Timothy 3:12 
 
Observation/Application questions: 
1. Look it up! Which Herod was this? How was he able to please the Jews by killing other Jews? As a 

Roman appointed king, why was he interested in getting the Jews on his side? 
2. How many of the apostles does the Bible record had died up to this point? There is no record that 

any of the apostles are replaced at or after this point, why do you think they were not? Why didn’t 
Herod kill Peter right away? 

3. Read Matthew 20:22. How would I respond to that question? How do you think James felt when he 
was confronted with his immanent death? Am I willing to endure hardship and suffering for Christ? 

 
 
Acts 12:4-5; Proverbs 19:21; James 5:16 
 
Observation/Application questions: 
1. What did Herod do to Peter? What did the disciples do in response? Which side was working 

selfishly? Which side was working in God’s Spirit? In the end which side saw favorable results? What 
does this say about the power of prayer verses the power of man? 

2. Are there any situations in my life right now that I could be responding to with “but earnest prayer 
was made?” Are there any fellow believers that I could ask to pray earnestly with me about a 
particular matter? 

 
 
Acts 12:6-11; Isaiah 26:3-4; Mark 10:21-22 
 
Observation/Application questions: 
1. Do you think Peter knew what Herod intended for him the following morning? What did the angel 

have to do in order to wake Peter? Do you find it at all surprising that he was able to sleep so 
soundly the night before Herod intended to execute him? What might this indicate about Peter’s 
state of mind? 

2. Does the angel appear to be in a serious hurry to spirit Peter away? Is there anything subtle about 
Peter’s escape? Consider the number of ways God’s power is showcased in this rescue! What does 
Peter even think is going on initially because of the ease of his own escape? What obstacles can man 
put in place, that God cannot effortlessly overcome? 

3. Are there any obstacles in my path today? Am I in a sin/circumstance/rut/fear prison that I cannot 
seem to escape? Are there any obstacles between me and God’s will that God cannot overcome? 
Examine yourself: is there some reason why I might not believe God is able to move me into the 
center of His will? Is it the world or myself that is resisting Him more? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Acts 12:12-15; Matthew 5:16; 1 John 5:14-15; John 15:7 
 
Observation/Application questions: 
1. What kind of reputation must the household of Mary have had for Peter to make that his first stop? 

Who answered the door?  
2. What where the two reactions to Peter arriving at Mary’s house that night? Whose reaction 

demonstrated more faith in the effectiveness of earnest prayer? Why do you think the disciples 
were so amazed at Peter’s appearance? 

3. Do I ever find myself amazed or surprised when the Lord answers my prayers? How often do I 
expect the Lord to answer my prayers when I pray in accordance with His will? How often do I 
expect the Lord to answer my prayers when I pray in accordance with my or other’s wills? 

 
 
Acts 12:16-19 
 
Observation/Study questions: 
1. Study it out! Where did Peter go after this? How many more times do we see Peter in scripture? 

Why do you think? Look ahead a little: Who becomes the main character of Acts moving forward? 
2. Why were the guards likely executed after Peter’s escape? Based on what we know about Herod, 

how surprising is this penalty? 


