
Relationships – Unity and Conflict Acts 15:22-41 
Devotional 

Acts 15:22-29 
Observation/application questions:  

v.22 says “It pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own 
company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas”  

1. The two chosen were Judas, a Judean and Silas, and Hellenist. Why was it so important to send 
men representing both sides of this matter as witnesses to this decree?  

2. Would it have been different if both men were Judean or both Hellenists? 

In v.23, this letter is addressed to “The brethren who are of the Gentiles, in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia”.  

1. Notice this letter was only addressed to congregations where both Jews and Gentiles worshiped 
together. Why is that?  

2. Is it ever ok to assume that my “hang ups” or “road- blocks” these heart issues, are the same as 
everyone else’s?  

3. How can I let God work on Me, individually, without pointing fingers at others?  

v.29 Says they are to “Abstain from things offered to Idols, from blood, from things strangled and from 
sexual immorality.” Even though we have liberty in Jesus, they are given some ways to uphold the law of 
love, ways to be sensitive to others struggles.  

1. Are there times when I have, in the name of liberty, violated the law of love?  
2. How can I become more aware of the real-life struggles around me?  

 

Acts 15:30-35 

v.31- “When they had read the letter, they rejoiced over its encouragement” This was really great news 
for them, and the Jerusalem counsel came to this conclusion through experience, Godly counsel, the 
Word of God and through the Holy Spirit.  

1. With all the false truths becoming the norm all around us, are we being continually filled with 
the Spirit, spending time daily in His word? Letting God’s word cut threw bone and marrow? 
Then and only then can we rejoice over its encouragement!  

In v. 32 we see, Judas and Silas “Exhorting and Strengthening the fellow disciples.  

1. What giftings has God given you? That you may use to Strengthen and Exhort others?  
2. In what ways do I need to be strengthened and exhorted?  

 



Acts 15:36-41  

In v.36, Paul and Barnabas decide to return to all the cities they had preached in and check in on the 
disciples there.  

1. Is there a person or people that maybe I have forgotten about, that I was able to pour into or 
share Jesus with? How can I begin to reach out and touch base with these people?  

2. How does it feel when we are contacted by someone who had an impact on our lives?  

v.39 says, “Then the contention became so sharp that they parted from one another”. Sometimes 
walking away and saying, “My ego doesn’t have to win this argument” is the best way to show Grace.  

1. If I really think about this, how well do I respond to contention or pushback ?  
2. What are some ways I can work on being more of a peacemaker vs a troublemaker?  
3. 1 John 4:20 says “If anyone says, I love God, but hates his brother, he is a liar.” Is there anyone I 

have offended that I need to reconcile with? And why is reconciliation so important in our lives?  

In John 13:35, Jesus said, “They will know you by your love for one another”,  

1. How can we as individuals show love for one another?  
2. How as a body can we show our love for one another?  

 


