
Relationships – Unity and Conflict 
Acts 15:22-41 

I. Letter Delivery (v22-35) 
 
V22 
“Then it seemed good”  

• The importance of who was selected to go to Antioch 
• The importance of the decisions being made in this moment. 
• The importance of the unity witnessed by this group 
• The importance the Holy Spirit played in the decision 
• The importance of face to face interaction 

 
The foundation of the Christian faith is here:  
We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, not a birthright, not following the law, obedience 
through faith. 
 
V28 is so important because of who is mentioned first. 
 
John 17:23 Jesus’ prayer for unity. 
 
V29 
Four things to abstain from, ceremonial food (blood, strangled and sacrificed) and sexual immorality, in 
reference to Leviticus 17 and 18 
 
V.30-31  

• Gather the church, imagine how the Gentile Christians had felt up to this point 
• The rejoicing together because of the “encouragement” 
• Grace was preserved and they were right with God. 

 
Galatians 3:23-29 What about the law? 
 
V.32-35 

• Judas and Silas using their gift to encourage and strengthen 
• Returned in peace to the Jerusalem church which sent them out 
• Some versions say Silas remained there in Antioch 
• Paul and Barnabas stayed to preach and teach 

 
II. Second Missionary Journey (v36-41) 
• Paul suggests they return to the churches from the first missionary journey and encourage 

them. 
 
V37- 38 Barnabas wants to take Mark and Paul does not want to take Mark, conflict. 
 
V.39 sharp disagreement ‘paroxysmos’ (violent anger or passion or provoking) 
Why?  
• Mark had previously left a missionary party Acts 13:13 
• Dispute earlier in Acts 15:2 and 15:7 



• Barnabas left with Mark and sailed away to Cyprus 
• Mark does have a further relationship with Paul and Paul will value his contributions to the work 

of God (Colossians 4:10; Philemon 1:24; 2 Timothy 4:11) 
• God can use division, but it is not an excuse for carnal division 
• Paul choose Silas and they “strengthen churches” 

 
Observations: 
 

1. A person’s greatest strengths are often the area for his greatest weaknesses. 
2. The reality of judgement calls 
3. Spiritual maturity does not erase personality conflicts 

 
Application: 

1. How does liking someone interface with loving them? Is it wrong not to like everyone? 
2. When my personality clashes with someone else’s, how do I know when I cross the line into sin? 
3. How can we work at genuine Christian unity with other believers? What practical steps can we 

take? 
 
 
 


